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necessarily a magician, is very often such.    He is chief and
magician in one.1
In Kiriwina, one of the Trobriand Islands lying to the east
of New Guinea, the functions of chief and magician appear
to be similarly combined, as we learn from the following
* of the experienced missionary, Dr. George Brown.
" The Rev. S. B. Fellows gave me the following account of the
beliefs of the people of Kiriwina (Trobriands group) :  The
sorcerers,  who are very numerous,  are credited with the
power of creating the wind and rain, of making the gardens
;o be either fruitful or barren, and of causing sickness which
leads to death.    Their methods of operation are legion.    The
great chief, who is also the principal sorcerer, claims the sole
right to secure a bountiful harvest every year.    This function
is considered of transcendent importance by the people." a
In Africa the political influence of the magician is very
eat. His office is often exercised by the chief or king him-
self. In that continent a special function which the magician
is called upon to perform is that of procuring rain, and the
rain-maker often rises to be the chief or king of his tribe.
Elsewhere I have dealt at some length with this branch of the
subject,8 but here I will adduce some fresh evidence. Thus
with regard to the tribes inhabiting the valley of the Kasai,
a tributary of the Congo, we are told that while the rule of
the chiefs is absolute, a still greater influence is exercised over
the people by the magicians or medicine-men. Faith in the
power of these men is deeply rooted in the negro mind. The
edicine-man concerns himself not only with the treatment
of disease : he has medicines or charms against misfortune,
wild animals, and enemies, and for good luck in hunting and
in war, for the prosperity of the fields and so on. In short he
is credited with the power of determining the weal or woe of
the people in every department of life.4 Speaking of the
Akamba or Kamba tribe of Kenya, the missionary Krapf tells
us that '^wealth, a ready flow of language, an imposing per-
sonal appearance, and, above all, the reputations of being a
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